Address all correspondence to 1000 Land Title Building, Philadelphia, Pa., U.S.A. 


September 15, 1926 
Friends of the American University at Cairo: 


In October, President Watson returns to America for a visit of three months. During 
this all too brief period he is anxious to see personally as many friends of Cairo University as he 
possibly can. ; 

It is our purpose to have Dr. Watson speak in the principal centers of Cairo University in- 
terest—Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, New York, Cleveland, Chicago, Minneapolis, and Davenport. 
In this way we are hoping that the majority of our friends will be able to hear a first-hand report 
of the work that is being accomplished by the American University at Cairo, and the problems 
it faces. 

Those who have never heard Dr. Watson are reminded that he was born in Egypt, has been 
in close touch with conditions there all his life, and during the past five years, as a resident of 
Cairo, has had first-hand contact with the intricate problems of Egypt and the Mohammedan 
world. Few Americans are so well qualified to speak on conditions in the Mohammedan world 
today, and fewer still can present the subject in as interesting and convincing a manner. 

We are counting on the cooperation of every friend to make this brief visit of Dr. Watson 
one hundred percent successful in renewing old University friendships and in cultivating new 
ones. 

Sincerely yours, 


ee 


Secretary of the Board of Trustees. 


PICKLES FOR BABIES! 

“Should I give my baby pickles?” asks the Egyptian mother. 

“No,” answers the nurse, “you should feed him milk and vegetables.” 

“But he cries if I don’t give him pickles, so I let him have anything to keep him quiet. 
And he is very weak and small, though I give him coffee; yet the Sheikha said that coffee would 
make him strong. What should I do?” 

The scene of this conversation is in one of the worst slums of Cairo in the building of the 
Child Welfare Clinic of the American University; and the mother is one of a group who are wait- 
1g to have the doctor examine their ailing babies. While they wait the nurse explains what 
food and care should be given to little ones; and emphasizes the fact, which to them is wholly 
new, that discipline is necessary and children should not be given everything they wish because 
they cry for it. 

An Egyptian Bible woman, also tells them about the Great Physician whom they know 
as “Issa”, who loved little children and still loves them, and will make them grow up into strong 
and beautiful men and women, if the mothers will only learn His ways and follow them. ‘These 
are wonderful words,” says*this mother, “when I come next time may I hear them again?” 


In the clinic room the doctor finds that her baby is undernourished and 
has a bad cold and sore eyes. The eyes and nose are treated, and a special 
diet and fixed doses of cod liver oil are prescribed. Also, a clean, warm 
shirt for the child is given her. Whether at first she will follow the diet is 
doubtful, though she certainly will give the cod liver oil; for medicines are 
considered almost as potent as the charms worn around the baby’s neck. But 
further instruction when she comes another week will make her wise and 
more willing to do the best for her child, and presently she will be as em- 
phatic as the nurse in denouncing a diet of pickles and coffee for a little 
baby. , 
This is only one illustration of the work the Child Welfare Clinic is 
doing. It was begun a year ago, and already has won the confidence of the 
parents and brought great benefits to their children whose sufferings from 
their ignorance are most pitiable. It also gives a spiritual message in a simple 
and natural way that is sure to have effect. 

While the Clinic is conducted by members of the University it is not 
supported by University funds. The annual cost of running it is $2000 and 
is met by special gifts. Those who would like to help maintain it are asked 


P ; : £ An Egyptian Mother with 
to send their contributions to Dr. Wm. Bancroft Hill, Vassar College, Baby, Typical of Those 


Who Visit the Child Wel- 


Poughkeepsie, N. Y. fare Clinic. 


THE HAJJ OR PILGRIMAGE TO MECCA 


The Hajj or Pilgrimage to Mecca is one of the most interesting features of the Moham- 
medan religion. The Koran states that it must be made at least once in the life of every Moslem, 
provided he is physically fit and able to support himself and his family during his absence. He 
may take this trip to Mecca at any time of the year, but it is only during the twelfth month of 
the Mohammedan year that he can secure the full rites of the Hajj. 

From two to eight weeks before the pilgrimage month the pilgrims start, according to the 
distance that must be traveled. They gather at “mobilization” points in each section and the 
caravans proceed together for mutual protection against marauding bands of Bedouins. 

One of the most picturesque caravans is that from Cairo. It is this one which takes to 
Mecca the gold-embroidered covering for the Moslem “Holy of Holies,” the Kaaba. The sacred 
pavilion (or Mahmal) containing this costly covering is closely guarded by Egyptian troops, and 
is accompanied by five thousand or more pilgrims, under the leadership of a ruler (or Amir) 
appointed by the Cairo government. The departure for Mecca is an occasion for a great holiday 
and celebration, and the streets are crowded with the faithful who have come for miles to see the 
holy caravan start on its way. 

As we look on the thousands of pilgrims going annually to this place of worship, what a 
united front Mohammedanism presents! Yet, this is not the whole truth. King Ibn Saoud, the 
Wahabi ruler of the Hedjaz government, is what might be called a fanatical, puritanical pro- 
testant, and is ruling things with such a high hand that another split in the ranks of the Moham- 
medans is likely. Most Mohammedans say that he has desecrated the shrines at Mecca and 
Medina and has showed such an intolerant, narrowminded attitude that they will never take an- 
other pilgrimage to Mecca as long as he is ruler of this territory. It seems quite possible that 
devout Mohammedans will substitute some other pilgrimage in the future. 

The followers of King Saoud, on the other hand, say that he is purging Islam and bring- 
ing followers back to the teachings of the Prophet. He has sent his son to try to placate the 
Egyptians. If he succeeds it will mean that Saoud has won the place as leader of the Moslems 
and probable future Caliph. If he fails, a very serious break in the ranks of Islam may follow. 


MR. GALT RETURNS TO EGYPT 


Mr. Russell Galt sailed with his family in July to take up his 
work as head of the newly established School of Education. A 
temporary change in this plan has been made necessary by reason of 
Dr. McClenahan’s illness. Mr. Galt will act as Principal of the College 
of Arts and Sciences, and the establishment of the new School of Edu- 
cation must be temporarily postponed. 

While in America, Mr. Galt spent the first half of his furlough 
at Columbia University, taking a graduate course in the Teachers’ 
College. The second half of the year was devoted largely to speaking. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Galt did admirable work in presenting facts con- 
cerning the actual conditions in the Mohammedan world today. They 
spoke to some forty different audiences in such cities as New York, 
3oston, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, and Atlantic City. 


Mr. RUSSELL GALT 


Head of the newly organized 
School of Education. 


Ve 


Ad 


PAuL 8S. McE roy JOHN P. McCoNNELL WENDELL PHILLIPS HAROLD T. CLARK 
Wesleyan University, Teacher of Monmouth College, Teacher of Wesleyan University, Athletic Lafayette College, Teacher of 
English. é Chemistry. Director and Teacher of English. Physics. 


NEW SHORT TERM TEACHERS 


With the beginning of each college year a group of new short term teachers joins the 
faculty of the University. These young college graduates are in close touch with the students 
and exert a splendid Christian influence. This year four new men take up their three year ap- 
pointments. ¥ 


Wendell Phillips—of Philadelphia, is a graduate of Wesleyan University, Middletown, Conn., 
where he took a leading part in undergraduate life. He was the president of the senior class: 
won his varsity letter in track, basketball, and football; was Captain of the football team; a mem- 
ber of the Glee Club and College Quartet; and won the Phi Beta Kappa key for excellence in 
scholarship. He is to be athletic director and a teacher in the English department. 


John P. McConnell—of Monmouth, Illinois, has been appointed teacher of Chemistry. His 
undergraduate work was taken at Monmouth College, where he was a member of the debating 
team and the organizer and leader of the Monmouth College band. 


Harold T. Clark—of Easton, Pa., has received an appointment as teacher in the Physics de- 
partment. He was graduated from Lafayette College, where he was the President of the Science 
Club, active in athletics, and assistant in the Physics laboratory. 


Paul S. McElroy—of Chicopee Falls, Mass., has been appointed to the English depart- 
ment. Mr. McElroy took his undergraduate work at Wesleyan, where he took an active part in 
athletics as a member of the soccer team. For several years he has been active in the Boys’ 
Camp of the Springfield, Mass. Y. M. C. A. and has acted as assistant director for the past two 
years. 


DR. McCLENAHAN INCAPACITATED 


The eyesight of Dr. Robert S. McClenahan has become so seriously impaired that he will 
be unable to resume his duties this September as Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences. At 
the present time he has left Egypt for London to be under the care of Dr. MacCallan, noted 
eye specialist. The most optimistic report that can be made is that, if an operation proves suc- 
cessful, the sight of one eye can be entirely restored and the vision of the other in due time 
will return to fifty percent normal. 

It is hoped that under the expert care of the London specialist Dr. McClenahan will so 
far recover as to bé able to resume his work in Egypt, where he has labored with marked success 
for twenty-nine years. During his enforced absence from his duties, Mr. Russell Galt will act 
as Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences. ‘ 


A SPEECH THAT HAS STARTLED EGYPT 


“The reason for Egypt’s failure to make progress as a nation is the almost universal desire 
on the part of the young Egyptians to secure government posts in preference to beginning private 
practice in some profession, or going into business. The most obvious result of this desire of 
the young men is that the country’s commerce is almost entirely in foreign hands. The few 
Egyptian enterprises must depend for their staffs on men who have been rejected by the govern- 
ment. How can Egypt hope to compete with foreign banks and business houses, directed by the 
best and sharpest foreign brains? Not until Egyptians realize that it is disgraceful to seek com- 


fortable government posts, when their country is in need of young men who would accept. the 
risks and struggles of commercial life, will there be any meaning in the words ‘complete inde- 
pendence.’ Political independence will be an empty phrase so long as Egyptians remain content 
to be in complete economic subservience to foreigners.” 

This keen, far-seeing speech was not delivered by any foreign political observer, but by a 
native Egyptian, Vice-President of the Chamber of Deputies, and an extreme nationalist—Wissa 
Wassef Bey. | 

This speech is especially encouraging to the University, whose policy it has always been 
to train men to tackle a job in an independent and unselfish way. The predominating influence 
in most of the other schools of Egypt has been to train the young men for government service. 
Wissa Bey’s speech will help the thinking Egyptians to see the value of an education designed to 
develop the character and ability of the individual. 


THE POLITICAL SITUATION 


Early in November 1925, the leaders of three of Egypt’s most prominent political parties, 
together determined to put an end to the anomalous condition of Egypt’s politics. Since the 
dissolution of the Parliament elected by the people, King Fouad, with a Cabinet chosen by him- 
self, had run the government. The three leaders—Adly Pasha, Sarwat Pasha, and Sidky Pasha— 
took up ‘negotiations with Zaghloul Pasha and, strange as it may seem, these one time bitter 
enemies formed a Coalition Party in order to force the election and “save Egypt’s Constitution.” 


THe New AvpITORIUM, 


Ground was broken tor this handsome addition to the University plant at commencement in June. It is hoped that the 
building will be completed for the opening of college in 1927. : 

All the members of the upper and lower houses of Parliament were invited by these lead- 
ers to meet on November 21 to discuss plans for forcing the election. The King tried to stop 
the meeting in every way possible. The House of Parliament, where the meeting was to have 
been held, was guarded by artillery and troops; but in the face of all this opposition the meeting 
was held at the appointed time at the Continental Hotel. 

On February 19 the National Conference was held with Zaghloul Pasha acting as Chair- 
man. This Conference included provincial and municipal officials, in addition to the members 
of both Houses. The popular demand for a new election was so strong that the Ziwar govern- 
ment, backed by the King, finally yielded and May 21 was appointed as election day, with the 
franchise open to every male over twenty years of age. 

Zaghloul and the Coalition Party were swept into power by an overwhelming majority. 
“Saad Pasha” (Zaghloul) was again the idol of the people. His decision to decline the Premiership 
in favor of Adly Pasha was a wise one, because Zaghloul would not have been acceptable to the 
British government, and because Adly is a sane leader of unusual judgment and ability. When 
Parliament convened, Zaghloul was elected President of the Senate, and in this position wields a 
tremendous influence “on governmental policies. 

For the first time in the history of modern politics, there is no sign of antagonism in the 
ranks of the important political parties in Egypt. 


1926 COMMENCEMENT 


and brilliant colour as only Egypt can 
provide. But the oreai people who are gathered on the green campus in the heart of Cairo 
are seated in comparative comfort beneath the shade of a great canvas awning, rich with the 
blazing red designs of Egyptian art, which shields them from the westerning rays of the sun and 
allows. the ever-present Delta wind to supplement their steady fanning. It is the Commencement 
of the American University at Cairo, and friends and relatives of the etaduates to the n’th cousin, 
governmental officials and patrons of Egyptian modern education, die-hard Sheikhs of the old 
regime, English, French, Syrians and Americans, fill the great tent to overflowing. 

At the appointed hour the military band strikes up. Across the campus beneath the sun, 
and into the cooler darkness of the awning files the procession. First the professors in black 
gowns and academic hats, with the brilliant coloured hoods; then the members of the graduating 
class, self-conscious, proud, eyes straight ahead; at last the body of the school,—their red _ tar- 
boushes bobbing over faces Syrian, faces Jewish, here and there a living replica of the old 
Pharaohs themselves, but mostly the full-lipped, round-faced, bronzed- skinned sons of Moham- 
medan Egypt, laughing and eager. Compare the earnest proud faces of those who come first with 
those of the younger generation, yet unformed and unawake. Surely here is reward for parents 
and teachers,—living monuments to the power of Christian education in the moulding of lives. 

Now comes the program, Ahmad Choukri, scholar, musician and athlete, heir to one of 
the three great branches of Mohammed’s family on earth, speaks his Commencement oration in 
perfect Parisian French. Another in Arabic, and another in English,—the latter such a speech as 
to draw headlines in the Cairo papers the next day—complete the students’ part in the program. 
An inspiring address in Arabic by Dr. McClenahan and a message from the Egyptian side of 
education by His Excellency Mohammed Ali Pasha, ex-Minister of Wakfs, follow. Then comes 
the distribution of prizes for scholarship, sportsmanship and good influence by The Hon. J. 
Morton Howell, U. S. Minister to Egypt. At last the distribution of the coveted diplomas by 
President Watson brings the afternoon to a close. 

Thus ends another college year. Where these boys will go,—whether to American col- 
leges and technical schools, to Europe, or to their towns and villages to govern their estates,— 
does not matter. What does matter is that they will return to Egypt,—none can stay away from 
its call_—and pour into its impoverished life through their peculiar channels the strength of faith 
and character which they have acquired. 


ANOTHER FINANCIAL YEAR SUCCESSFUL 


Due to the splendid cooperation of the Trustees and many friends of the University, the 
year 1925-26 closed on June 15 with a balance in the treasury. As Dr. Watson put it in a cable, 
“We thank God and faithful friends for the successful financial year.’ 

In addition to the formal balance sheet showing the financial condition of the University, 
a few brief notes may help the layman to get a clear idea of the financial condition. 

1. The total value of the property in Egypt is $462,446. There is a bona fide pledge of 
$53,800 to be applied toward the debt on the property, which leaves a debt of $28,700. We are 
very anxious to have the balance of this debt entirely wiped out. 

2. The new auditorium, for which $100,000 has already been provided, is in the course 
of construction and when completed will still further increase the value of the Egyptian property. 

3. During the past three years the endowment funds of the University have grown from 
$150 to approximately $100,000. A gift to this fund provides an annual contribution to the Uni- 
versity during one’s life and continues after one has gone. 

4. During 1925-26, the expenses of the University in Egypt totaled $102,356. Of this 
amount $18,052 was provided by the students’ fees in Egypt and the balance by contributions in 
America. It will be seen from these figures that most of the current expenses must be met each 
year by voluntary gifts from American friends. When one realizes that there is no denomina- 
tional organization behind the institution, he sees more clearly than ever what a venture of faith 
the University is. ( 

5. The University charges as much for tuition as it dares. It is necessary to compete with 
government schools for students and too exorbitant a charge would mean that the students would 
go elsewhere. $400 pays all the college expenses of an Egyptian boy. $250 pays for his room and 
board and $150 pays the college expenses exclusive of room and board. The income from $8,000 
provides a full scholarship annually, and $5,000 and $3,000 produce a sufficient annual income 
to provide for partial scholarships. The establishing of a scholarship offers a splendid oppor- 
tunity to provide a memorial for some friend or relative, and at the same time it insures the edu- 
cation of some deserving Egyptian boy each year for an indefinite number of years to come. 
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UNIVERSITY AT CAIRO— BALANCE SHEET FOR THE YEAR 1925-26 


AS AT JUNE 15, 1926. 


CURRENT ASSETS 
CASH, GENERAL: 

Philadel phi alytteeges. : lobe aieueenants (ate $ 5,510.39 

Galton, eae Le Cee eso 35,385.95 
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE: 

Philadel pitta Giese 2 - >We water eae 277.58 

COAT Ove. caer ee fee es a ee 1,211.79 
SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS: 

Piniladelphiayenence e/a eee eee 5,435.15 
INVENTORIES IN CAIRO: 

Dining Hall and Book Shop ......... Veo Zell 
STUDENTS EDAD. DO MET CLT ain. s tia cetene 2,698.81 
CURRENT FUNDS INVESTED: 

Investments’ 22s $119;714.84 


Less Endowment Funds, ete. 117,860.83 


INVESTMENT 


INVESTMENTS—at Book Value: 


Bonds—Pledged ......... Sr 23.1013 
: POC Seether dete 95,052.84 $118,754.09 
SOCKS, ee eet en ee eran te 960.75 
$119,714.84 


CURRENT LIABILITIES 


RESERVE FUNDS: 


Contingent Hund: sehilasess:s ., ames $ 2,000.00 

Banking Reserve Fund, Cairo ........ 5,000.00 
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE: 

Philadelphia os9.2 separ eee 1,081.61 

Cairoa2* © at 2s Beiter oe 3,650.39 
SPECIAL FUNDS: 

Philadelphia's 3... cms hbute eae 9,435.15 

Oar Oy Ser nie! ce aay ths ep en te eee 27,170.10 
AVAILABLE FOR 1926-27: 

Philadel pHag.. scum pie cegieiiiimediae <-tme ~ 4,610.37 
SONITO Sees IS Peter, eR ee 4,788.17 

$ 53,685.79 

ACCOUNT 


ENDOWMENT Funps, Erc.: 


Weyerhauser Endowment Fund ...... $ 75,002.18 
General Endowment Fund ........... 20,262.50 
Annuities 252-5 52. Partai. eae 8,500.00 
A. J. Brown Memorial Scholarship Fund 1,020.26 
J.T. Wallace Scholarship Fund ...... 1,000.00 
Wm. Wallace Scholarship Fund ..... 454.16 
J. P. McKinney Library Fund ....... 10,000.00 
Profits from sale of securities for re- 
investment. fiiys.c'n cit ce ee 1,621.73 
$117,860.83 
Excess of Investments over Funds.... 1,854.01 


$119,714.84 


EDUCATIONAL PLANT, ETC. 


EDUCATIONAL PLANT: 
Land, Buildings’ and Equipment at 
Cairo, Egypt, at book value after 
depreciation June 15, 1926 ........ $404,964.35 


SUBURBAN PROPERTY: 


VB SiTe barb We egia nines. soewn eens Week 57,481.74 
CANADIAN FARM PROPERTY: 
Wiatid! hie ae ee $5,800 
Buildings. ee tee ae eae eee 3,750 9,550.00 
ATU DITORIUDL eA CCO UN meter ae enn 53,000.00 
$524,996.09 


NovTes PAYABLE: 


Secured. \i2-e3 ieee Sere $ 22,500.00 
Unsecured. i tat etenaaae 60,000.00 
—_——— §$ 82,500.00 
Ner EQvuITY: 
Balance June 30, 1925.... 377,994.43 
Add additions and = im- 
provements during year 
after depreciation ..... 5,501.66 
Loan cancelled by contri- 
DUtIOMP Ps ote Sere 6,000.00 
——_——— 389,496.09 
Special contribution for Auditorium 
ACCOUNT... .)c-wgehs nota! sue Se ee ee 53,000.00 
$524,996.09 


The accounts of the American University at Cairo in America have been examined by Barrow, Wade 
and Guthrie, Certified Public Accountants; and those in Egypt by Price, Waterhouse, Peat and Co., Certified 


Public Accountants. 


Both aecounts are reported in satisfactory condition. 


